
December 2009   óWorking Caring Succeedingô 
Principal's Message   
   ñOur second quarter is well underway and some High School CTS 
courses have finished.  For the rest of the semester approximately ten 
students will be getting instruction in cooking.  We have also decided, after 
some student requests, to offer another sewing class (2 modules).  This 
began on Tuesday, Dec.1

st
 and will run until the end of the semester in 

January.  It takes place during the first class block and is available to any 
grade 11 and 12 student not already enrolled in a course. 
    ñIn the near future, we will be offering piano lessons at the school.  We 
would like to thank the Worsley Recreation Board who will be donating a 
piano to the school to facilitate these lessons.  As well, we would like to 
thank Angela Rossworm for instructing these lessons.  If you have interest 
in this program for your son or daughter, please contact the school.  The 
students will be 'pulled out' throughout the course of the day, at varying 
times, with permission from their teachers and with the expectation that 
they will complete all assignments missed. 
   ñDue to lack of attendance at the November 26

th
 Parent Advisory Council Meeting, the meeting has 

been postponed to December 8
th
 at 7:30 pm.   

  

Quality Kids: 
  

Levi L. (picking up garbage without being asked)       Colby A. (helping Bonnie) 
Corie D. (being correction free in Math)                      Ashley M. (90%+ on a Unit Test in Math) 
Reilly  J. (was quiet in the hall)                                   Laurel K. (helped others) 
Rylan S. (helped move furniture)                                Bryce C. (was quiet in the hall) 
Mykenzi L. (makes good use of her book bag)           Jacob G. (keeping positive) 
Jessie M. (won computer challenge)                          Charlotte L. (swept hallway floors) 
Ty B. (was helpful to classmates)                               Michelle H. (cleaned up at Terry Fox)  
Agatha G. (won computer challenge)                         Julius G. (read a book to a staff member) 
Delaney H. (great participation during debate)           Austin L. (helped courier) 
Amanda N. (100%

+
 on a Math 20 Unit Test)              Gabe W. (helped move furniture) 

Jaylee L. (bus safety) 
  
 Notable Dates: 
 

Dec. 2nd - Sports óDrop Inô Badminton for Adults (Parents, Community, Staff)  
Dec. 4th - Craft Sale at 1:00 pm 
Dec. 17th - Christmas Concert 
Dec. 18th - Last day of school. Student Council Christmas Dinner at 12:00 noon. 
Dec. 19th to Jan. 3rd - Christmas Break 
January 4th - School resumes 

 



Look What Weôve Been Reading!  
 

 
 
 

 
Brooke D.: óRunaway Devilô 
Delainah Velichka: óThe Disappearedô by Kim Echlin 
Vanessa: óTwilightô by Stephanie Meyer 
Bill Willis: óThe Book of Negroesô by Lawrence Hill 
Melanie H.: óBlessingsô by Kim Vogel Sawyer 
Casey S.: óThe Homework Machineô by Dan Gutman 
Kaylee R.: óThe Sisters Clubô by Morgan McDonald 
 

Magic Show 
 

 

Brian Lehr, the magician who visited our school, has a book of magic tricks called óMagic Tricks 
To Fool Your Friendsô that he has written and is selling.  The books cost $10 each; if youôd like 
one, drop the money off at the office by Dec. 11, and weôll make an order.  
 

The Yearbook DVD 
 

We have a collection of all our old on-line 
yearbooks going back as far as 1997, and 
including last yearôs edition. 
The Yearbook Collection DVD will run on any 
Windows computer, and costs just $20. 
It makes a great Christmas gift! 
Order yours today through the office. 

 



Whatôs Been Happening in Our Classrooms 
 

Grade 1 and 2 with Allison Ansorger 
   We have been extremely busy in the grade 1/2 
class as of late, and some very exciting things 
have been happening!  In LA we read the story 
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown.  We have completed 
many activities related to this, including writing a 
story and making our own Flat Stanley dolls.  We 
will now be sending our Flat Stanleys off on an 
adventure!!  Every student will be mailing their doll 
to a friend or family member, along with a letter, 
and we will eagerly await their return.  Iôm excited 
to see the places Flat Stanley will visit. 
   In Math both grades have started an addition 
and subtraction unit.  We are learning that there is 
a related subtraction problem for every addition 
problem in grade 2, and are using many strategies 
to help us with the operations. 
   In Social we are learning about citizenship, and what we can do to help our environment.  We 
will be comparing our community, Worsley, to the places that Flat Stanley will come back from. 
  In science we recently completed an experiment where we discovered what happens if we add 
black or white to a colour. 
   As we roll into December we will be very busy with Christmas and Christmas Concert 
preparations.  Students should be bringing home small speaking parts and songs to practise at 
home, and we may be asking for some costume and prop help from parents.  Keep your eyes 
open for notes your students will be bringing home. 
   Finally, if you look at the WCS yearbook website you will find our class reading their 
óNightmare in the Closetô write ups and the pictures they drew with it.  Take look and have a 
listen to the awesome work we have been doing. 
 

Math 6 with Bob Nieman:  
 The students have just finished the unit on Understanding Number.  In the last part of the unit 
they were working with Order of Operations.  It is really the first time in math where they have to 
show a multi-step process in a particular way.  They have been very successful in 
demonstrating the proper solution steps and can recognize the order in which the four arithmetic 
operations are done and how brackets are handled within a problem.  They have also been 
introduced to integers and have practiced ordering integers and assigning integers to scenarios 
and situations in the real world where they are used (eg: temperature, elevation, money). 
  
Math 7 with Bob Nieman: 
  The students are working on the unit entitled Fractions, Decimals 
and Percents.  So far they have been working with fractions and 
decimals, and have learned the use of benchmarks when comparing 
and ordering a mixture of fractions and decimals.  They have also 
been using base 10 blocks to show the multiplication and division of 
decimals.  These help them understand the mechanisms involved in 
multiplication and division.  Part of their evaluation will be to 
demonstrate the use of blocks to the teacher. 
 
ñA man who carries a cat by the tail learns something he can learn in no other wayò.             
           Mark Twain 



  

  

PE 6/7/8/9 with Bob Nieman: 
  We have finished the unit on Team Handball and the students 
displayed great enthusiasm for this sport.  They showed 
versatility in adapting to a new rules set, and enjoyed the 
scrimmages and drills that helped enhance the game.  We are 
currently in a basketball unit and students are learning proper 
shooting, passing and defending techniques and practices.  We 
experienced a 'flat-ball' day where a scrimmage is done with a 
flat ball in order to encourage passing and court awareness.  
Some comments included: "I like this better because everyone 
has to pass" and "It was hard to adjust to not being able to 
dribble all the time". 
 

 

Math 8 with Bill Willis: 
   The class is about to wrap up a unit on 
fractions. Soon we will be learning how to 
find the volume of prisms and cylinders. 
 

Math 9 with Bill Willis: 
Students have written the test on 
Transformations, and have just begun a 
study of polynomial algebra.  
 

Math 10 Prep with Bill Willis: 
   The class has finished the Trigonometry 
unit, and one day this week will be flying the 
kites they made in order to calculate the 
height they reach. In class we are now 
reviewing how to solve linear equations. 
 

Math 20 with Bill Willis: 
   Students have just written the Quadratic Equations test, and are now learning how to factor, 
solve and graph higher power polynomial expressions. 
 

Science 10 with Darren Phelps: 
 Students recently completed the Physics unit and 
are now on to Biology.  They have been 
investigating microscope technologies and will 
begin analyzing cell structures and functions in the 
upcoming weeks. 
 

Science 6/7 with Darren Phelps: 
 The class has recently completed the Planet Earth 
unit.  Moving forward, they will be investigating 
structures and the forces that act on them. 

 
ñThe most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that 
heralds new discoveries, is not 'Eureka!' but 'That's funny...'ò  
         Isaac Asimov 
 



Science 8/9 with Darren Phelps:  

Students have started working on the Environmental Chemistry unit.  Recently they performed 
several activities to simulate an accidental oil spill and learned some of the chemistry behind the 
clean-up efforts for such an event.  They also completed a study on the effect of acid rain on 
plant growth and leaf development.  

      

 
Science 3/4/5 with Darren Phelps: 
 The class is working on the Wheels and Levers 
unit.  They have investigated the use of wheels, 
rollers, and pulleys.  Currently they are exploring 
gears and belt driven systems. 
 

Grade 3-4-5 Computers with Bonnie Morgan: 
Students have been learning how to use Microsoft 
PowerPoint, and creating slide show presentations. 
They are now learning some of the more advanced 
features of Microsoft Word. 
 

Grade 1-2 Computers with Bonnie Morgan:  
The students have been using various educational 
programs to help with mouse and keyboard 
coordination. We also have been using KidPix to create pictures using shapes and colors.  
 

Grade 6-7 Computers with Bonnie Morgan: 
The class has been working with PowerPoint. Now we are looking at spreadsheets, and they 
have started working on an Excel research project. 
 

Grade 8-9 Computers with Bonnie Morgan: 
  The Grade 8/9 class has been working on a Movie Maker project. Students were required to 
pick a country and research different aspects of it, then design a movie using Movie Maker. 

 



Sr. High CTS with Bonnie Morgan: 
  The CTS class was working on their last module: Multimedia.  They formed two groups and 
have been doing a lot of preparation for the movie montage that they are creating. 
 

Grade 3/4/5 Math with Kate Phelps: 
   We've been learning about numbers and how to manipulate them to get different outcomes.  
We have been learning different ways to estimate and how to know if an answer is reasonable.  
We have also been focussing on order of numbers.  We've been placing them in sequences as 
well as ordering from least to greatest and vice versa.  The students have been enjoying using 
the base ten blocks to help them understand numbers.   
 

Grade 3/4/5 L.A. with Kate Phelps: 
   We have recently started writing about what we like about winter and what some of our 
favourite activities are.  We have written some great stories and poems on these topics.  Many 
students chose snowboarding, skidooing and skating as their favourite activities.  One poem 
even included óhow the Oilers are playing even though they are failingô. We will soon be writing 
about some of our favourite Christmas activities.   
 

Grade 3/4/5 Social Studies with Kate Phelps:  
   The students have been learning all about Alberta.  They have been learning about fossils 
found in the badlands of Alberta.  They also learned who Royal Tyrrell was, and why he has a 
museum named after him.  We wrote letters to Joseph Tyrrell, letting him know what we have 
learned, and many students also chose to thank him for finding the first fossil.  We spoke about 
who should own the found artefacts, and the students realized that it depends on what was 
found.  We are about to start researching how different countries celebrate Christmas, so that 
we can compare this with how we celebrate.  
 

LA 6/7 with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
   The class is starting a new unit on spelling and vocabulary.  We will be having spelling tests 
every Friday.  The newest component is an exercise where five definitions will be read, and the 
students have to choose which spelling word fits the definition.  We will be studying the 
vocabulary definitions in class along with the spelling words.  We are continuing to work with 
words and punctuation, as well as creative writing. 
   Over the next few weeks we will be working on a skit to perform at the Christmas Concert .  
Please encourage your child to memorize their lines if they are given a part in the play. 
 

Sr. High English with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
   Classes have recently started their units on 
Shakespeare.  Grade 10 is studying Romeo and Juliet; 
the grade 11/12 class is studying Macbeth.  Both 
classes recently completed a presentation where they 
were required to memorize and perform 10-15 lines of 
a soliloquy from their respective plays.  They were 
marked on how well they memorized the work, as well 
as on how creative they were in their delivery.  We had 
some very convincing performances!  We have been 
reading through each scene as a class, and then 
watching the scene from the movie rendition of the 
play.  This has helped student understanding. 

 
ñIt is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting itò.           Aristotle 
 



LA 8/9 with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
The grade 8/9 class is wrapping up an assignment where they had to write their own 
autobiography, and these will be compiled into a class collection that anyone may read to get 
better acquainted with our grade 8/9 class!  We will be continuing our unit on short stories, 
creative writing and reader response. 
 

Kindergarten with Colleen Rook: 
   We have had a busy and fun-filled month in Kindergarten.  The students have been learning 
about bears and their habitat, the different kinds of bears and quite few bear related songs. 
   In math, the students have been learning about making and identifying sets, and measuring.  
We have practically measured the entire school! 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   This month, the students decided to celebrate the colour green.  We all dressed in green and 
most if not all of our lunch was something green.  I would like to thank all the parents for helping 
us by sending green food and snacks.  The kids had a great time! 
   We were also fortunate to watch a magic presentation on Wednesday.  To say the students 
were spell-bound is an understatement! 
   Next on our list of ñthings to doò is to prepare for the upcoming Christmas Concert.  The 
students have already been hard at work learning their songs and actions.  I am positive that 
they will be a hit! 
 

Social Studies 7 with Stephanie Jasinoski:  
   Who was the most important person or group in New France? The class was trying to figure 
out the answer to this, and each student became a person from New France in order to defend 
their role. As a class we decided that New France really needed the Intendant, and that the 
Habitant farmer came in second place.  The class did very well on their presentations. That 
activity wrapped up chapter three, and we are now looking at the impact of the fur trade in 
Canada, and we will be building historical fur trading forts before the holiday break. 
 
  
                ñPolitics is for the present, but an equation is for eternityò.     Albert Einstein 

 



Social Studies 8/9 with Stephanie Jasinoski: 
   We are learning all about rights in Social 9 now. We are examining individual and collective 
rights. Students will get to do a photo essay this month on case studies of rights violations in 
Canada, and the impact and resolution of the issues. 
 

High School Physical Education with Stephanie Jasinoski: 
   We have finished basketball in November; in December we will be doing floor hockey and 
weight training, as well some winter sports. 
 
  

Sports Corner  
 

Volleyball season has come to an end. Thanks to all the coaches, players and family members 
who came out for the fun game. Pictures are in the yearbook! 
 

Jr. Basketball:  
   The Jr. Boys and Girls teams will be attending their first tournament on 
Dec 4/5, hosted by TA Norris. Best of luck to both teams. The Jr. league games 
will be starting in January, which will give the teams lots of time to prepare.  
 

Sr. Basketball:  
  Sr. league games will be starting in December. Games will be played 
Tuesdays, and a schedule will be available soon. The Senior Girls will be attending a 
tournament in Athabasca on Dec 11/12. Best of luck to both teams.  
 

Worsley School would like to thank the following members of the community and staff for 
volunteering to coach basketball for the 2009-2010 season: 
  Angela Rossworm & Brittany King: Sr. Boys 
  Danny Rossworm: Sr. Girls 
  Delainah Velichka & Caryn Bean: Jr. Boys 
  Dawn Cox: Jr. Girls 
 

Adult Sports Night 
The school will be holding a sports night for members of the community. Our first night will be 
Wednesday Dec. 2nd, starting at 6:30 pm. This month is badminton. 
Sports Night is open only to adult members of the community; no children or current students 
may attend. We look forward to seeing you at the gym! 
 
 

Winners 
 

The winners of the National Addictions Awareness Week Contest (Nov. 15 -21): 
      First Prize:  Big Cookbook - Rylan S 
      Five Additional Prizes:  Smaller Cookbooks ï  
                    Delaney H, Bailee R, Rachel Z, Kasia G, Ashley M 
  All the tips submitted will be collected and made into one book and distributed soon. 
 Thank you to all who participated! 
 
 

Reminder to Parents 
When teachers are absent, there is always a lesson and/or assignment left for students to work 
on, based on the curriculum, in every class.  



First Aid Training 
 
On Monday Nov. 30, staff from our school were joined by staff 
members from Menno Simons and the Colony School in order 
to train for their Emergency First Aid certificates. We believe 
that all staff here at WCS now have up-to-date first aid training. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Student Council 
 

   The Student Council has distributed the "Let the Good Times Snowball" fundraiser items.  We 
were able to raise over $3000 because of the hard work by those who participated, and the 
extreme generosity of those who donated.  The Worsley Student Council is truly grateful for 
your efforts.  We also recently held another successful Wake-a-thon.  Students participated in 
many activities, and most were able to stay awake for its duration! See some pictures from the 
activities on the next page, as well as in our Yearbook at www.worsleyschool.net 
 
 

Yearbook 
 

Other activities for which you can see photos, also in 
our yearbook, include the recent magic show, the 
volleyball game against the parents, Kindergarten 
Green Day, and Backwards Day. There is also a new 
gallery of candid photos. Watch for pictures from our 
cooking class, coming soon! 
 
ñThe fewer the facts, the stronger the opinionò.  
     Arnold H. Glasow 
 


