
 

                                       April 2010 
 

   Welcome back to school. We hope you had an enjoyable Easter break! April will be an 
exciting month here at Worsley School. It begins with report cards and parent-teacher 
interviews. Along the way we will also see Jr/Sr badminton tournaments, our annual 
Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart fundraiser, and an open house entitled ñBring Your 
Parents to Classò. We look forward to seeing all parents here for these events. 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Friday April 16  Report Cards 
Wednesday April 21  Parent-Teacher Interviews  4-7 pm 
Thursday April 22 Parent-Teacher Interviews 5-8 pm 
Thursday April 22  WCS Declamation Contest 10:30 am 
Monday April 26  Staff Professional Development ... no school for students 
Wednesday April 28  Pancake Breakfast and ñBring Your Parents to Classò day 
 

Badminton 
   Senior High badminton players Tyrell K and Brett H played in the 
Hillside Valleyview tournament in late March.  They played 
admirably but were not able to move to the medal rounds.  They 
will both have opportunities for redemption, as they will be playing 
in two more April tournaments.  The Jr. team will also be playing in 
their first tournament this month. Special thanks goes out to 
community coaches Kurt Ruecker and Chris Kamieniecki for their 
hard work with our teams. 
 

Student Council 
   The Student Council just held its 3rd annual cake auction, and it 
was a huge success.  Around twenty beautifully decorated cakes 
were donated, and through the support of students and community members we were 
able to raise $370.  As always, we would like to thank the community for participating in 
our school events. You can see pictures of all the fun in our Yearbook at 
www.worsleyschool.net.    In April, we will be doing Mother's Day rose pre-sales, and 
will be holding Cultural Week activities. 



Education Week at Worsley School 
 

To celebrate Education Week this year we will be holding  
ñBring Your Parents to School Dayò on Wednesday April 28. All students from K-12 
will be involved. Hereôs what we have planned for the day: 

 
 

Pancake Breakfast   
9:00-9:40 for all students, staff and parents. 
 

òBring Your Parents to Class ó 
   All students from Kindergarten through grade 12 are 
asked to bring their parents to class with them. Parents 
can sit in on all their childrenôs classes, and will be 
encouraged to participate in the same learning activities 
their children are doing. This will include Phys Ed and 
Videoconferenced courses, and all Jr/Sr classes. 
    Donôt worry ... there wonôt be any tests that day! 
 

Open House 
Unlike the students, parents can leave the classroom 
whenever they want, to look at student work and 
projects which will be on display in the hallways ... or 
recuperate with a coffee in the staff room! 
 

Lunch 
A lunch will be provided in the library for staff and parents at noon. Parents of K-6 
students may instead bring their own bag lunch and join our K-6 picnic in the gym. 
 

Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart  
This annual fundraiser will take place in the gym after lunch, until 2:00pm. All students 
and staff will participate in teams by jumping rope or shooting baskets. Parents are 
enthusiastically encouraged to join the fun! 
 

Back to class  
From 2:00 to 3:30pm, parents again join their children in their classrooms. Work hard 
and there wonôt be any homework! 
 

We urge all parents to come and join us for this day of shared learning and 
fun! All we ask is that you call the office to let us know that you plan to 
attend. Please call by Friday April 23. 
 
 



Whatôs Been Happening in Our Classrooms 
 

Math 8 with Bill Willis 
   We are almost done the unit on ratios, 
percents and rates. Students can expect a 
test in the near future. Our next unit deals 
with linear equations and graphing, a new 
topic for grade 8. 
 

Math 9 with Bill Willis 
   Students have finished a review of the 
Pythagorean Theorem, and have begun a 
unit on solving linear equations and 
inequations. 
 

 
Math 10 with Bill Willis 
   Our class has written the unit 2 test on sequences and series, and are now reviewing 
polynomial algebra, with some new methods and procedures to be learned. Students 
are reminded that there is homework after every class, including the unit review 
assignment, which will be due in about a week. 
 

Bio 20 with Darren Phelps:  
   Students have been investigating the theory of evolution and how species change 
through time.  Next they will be learning about the processes involved in photosynthesis 
and cellular respiration.   
  
Science 8/9 with Darren Phelps: 
   Students are studying biological diversity in our world. Currently they are learning 
about the structure of DNA and how, through heritability, it allows for variation within 
and among species. Moving forward, they will be working on the 'Tomatosphere' 
project.  They will be attempting to germinate tomato seeds that were sent to the 
international space station for several months.  Their data will be pooled with thirteen 
thousand other class sets of data that have been collected over the past few years.  
This data will help scientists understand how germination rates are impacted during 
space travel.  For more information go to www.tomatosphere.org 
  
Science 6/7 with Darren Phelps: 
   We are learning about technologies dealing with heat and temperature.  Recently 
students made presentations which demonstrated their knowledge about how heat 
technology can be used to create electrical energy.  Soon they will start óPlants for Food 
and Fibreô, where they will have the opportunity to grow lettuce using a simple 
hydroponics system.  If all goes as planned, they will be eating a home grown salad by 
summer vacation! 
  
Grade 10 CTS with Bonnie Morgan: 
   The class has started the first of three modules, called óGraphic Toolsô, where they will 
be learning how to use Photoshop. 



Cooking with Maria Krahn: 
   Our grade 10 cooking course has now finished. It 
was a large class, and a little overwhelming at 
times, but we all had fun, and I enjoyed teaching 
this class. Over the first part of the semester we 
made all sorts of things, including home-made 
noodles, cinnamon rolls, lasagne, donuts, Mexican 
rice ... and much more. Staff members particularly 
enjoyed sampling the studentsô work!  
 

Science 3/4/5 with Darren Phelps:  
   Students are studying the topic of light and 
shadows.  They have been working on a óScience 
in a Crateô activity for the past two weeks.  This 
introductory activity has them going through 
Leonardo DaVinci's óAcademy of Light and 
Shadowsô.  In it, they learn about shadows, light, reflection, refraction, and several other 
concepts.  Up next, the class will begin working on their light and shadow laptop project.  
Students will be using software on the laptops and will be engaged through the use of a 
variety of web based applications.  Each lesson will include a textual learning 
component, a hands-on activity to apply the concepts, an interactive multimedia review, 
and a mini-quiz. 
 

 Enterprise and Innovation with Bonnie Morgan: 
   In this CTS course, students are currently preparing the photographs from basketball 
Provincials, which will be on sale for everyone to purchase shortly. An order form 
appears on a later page; drop by the school to see the pictures before ordering. 

 
Kindergarten Computers with Bonnie Morgan: 
   Students are learning the basic parts of a computer system, and learning basic 
computer functions like mouse coordination and simple keyboard skills 
 



Grade 1/2 Computers  with Bonnie Morgan: 
   The class will be learning how to make tables 
and apply basic formatting in Microsoft Word, for 
different assignments. 
  
Grade 3/4/5 Computers  with Bonnie Morgan: 
   Students have been working on the proper 
way to make an excellent PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 

Grade 6/7 Computers  with Bonnie Morgan: 
  We have been working on a research movie 
assignment. 
 

Grade 8/9 Computers  with Bonnie Morgan: 
   Students have been learning how to design a 
basic web page. 
 

Sewing with Maria Krahn: 
    Some of the grade 10 students are learning to sew, or honing their skills. We have 
started with pajamas! Over the rest of this semester you will be able to see the students' 
creations in our Yearbook at www.worsleyschool.net 

 

Kindergarten with Colleen Rook: 
   We are slowly getting back into the swing of things following 
the Easter break.  The students are ready and full of energy! 
   We have been working very hard to become good readers!  
This group of students has discovered easy readers, and 
rather than have free centre time, more often than not they will 
pick a book and read to each other.  They are quite proud of 
themselves, as they should be. 
   It is hard to believe that we are into the back stretch!  When 
we talk about the move to grade 1, most of the students 
suddenly think that they are not ready for that big step.  They 
are truly amazed when I go through the list of things they have 
learned so far this year and realize that, yes indeed, they are 
ready! 
   The last day for the Language Development students will be 
Wed., April 21st, with a wrap-up party for them that afternoon.   

 

PE 6/7 with Stephanie Jasinoski: 
   We are starting in April with a badminton unit. Now that it is spring our PE class will 
also be going outside for football and softball. 
 

Grade 8/9 LA with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
   The grade 8/9 class is wrapping up their unit on the novel óFreak the Mightyô by 
preparing a final project that will be their version of a teen talk show.  They are 
responsible for finding information on a "hot topic" and representing different 
perspectives throughout their show.  This will be presented next Tuesday. 



Social 20 with Stephanie Jasinoski: 
    We have wrapped up units 1 and 4 and are 
going into unit two: óTo what extent should 
national interests be pursued?ô When countryôs 
interests clash, what is the end result? How 
should matters be resolved? In this unit weôll 
examine WWI, the interwar years, 
ultranationalism in WWII, and modern examples 
of pursuing national interests. 
 

Social 10 with Stephanie Jasinoski:  
   We are finishing our historical globalization 
unit within the week and writing our first essay 
as the final summative assignment, which students have been preparing for with their 
portfolios. Next weôll examine the questions óWhere are your clothes from? Your 
television? Your cell phone?ô Our third unit is economical globalization, which is very 
relevant in the studentsô lives since we are all so connected with people and products 
from around the world. 
 

Social 9 with Stephanie Jasinoski: 
   What is the difference between the USA and Canada? Which political party suits the 
studentsô views the best? Our next topic in Social 9 is comparing the social systems and 
the political parties in Canada and the USA. Students will examine the current parties 
and create their own that fits their values. 
 

Grade 3/4/5 LA with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
   We have recently wrapped up our unit on the novel 
óHow to Eat Fried Wormsô.  The students really enjoyed 
reading about worms, and eating them too ;)   
We are now going to focus on practicing for the PAT 
tests with the grade 3 students, as well as starting 
literature circles, where the students will get to choose 
the novels they wish to read. 
 

Grade 6/7 LA with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
   We have just finished our study of Barbara Smucker's 
novel óDays of Terrorô.  We are going to be starting a 
new unit that will introduce literature circles to them, 
where the students will be able to discuss what they 

have read and what they would like to get out of reading their particular book. We are 
also focusing on practicing for the grade 6 Provincial Achievement Tests that are 
coming up in June. 
 

SS 6/7 LA with Kathleen Cordeiro: 
   The grade 6/7 class is learning about the rebellions in Canada as the reformers 
pushed for democratic change.  We will be learning more about the important figures of 
reform, as well the government they fought to implement in Canada. 
 



Art in All Grades with Laura Lewis: 
   Art for grades 1-10 is delivered through the Youth Enhancement Society. In February 
and March we worked on leather crafting. YES bought a leather project for each 
student. Elementary students had a choice of either a bookmark or a wristband, and 
grades 6-10 had several choices, including a belt and a knife sheath. Many thanks to 
Pat Foster who brought her leather crafting tools and expertise to help us out. 
   Before our break all Elementary and Jr. High students decorated easter eggs. The 
grade 8/9 class used kitskas and beeswax to make a non-traditional pysanky (Ukrainian 
easter egg). Grades 3-9 have been learning to braid with Rexlace. I am looking forward 
to next week when Corie is going to teach the Grade 6/7 class finger knitting! 
   The Youth Enhancement Program has also brought in several performers, including 
Bobby Boogaloo, a singer/songwriter, Flyinô Bob with his circus act, Max-i-mime, a deaf 
mime, and Renee Englot, a professional storyteller. On April 27th Lizzy Hoyt, a 
musician, is scheduled to give three mini-concerts. May will be a busy month with AB 
Opera (Hansel & Gretel) scheduled for May 4th. On May 5th grades 1-5 will attend the 
Mitelka Folkloric performance in Fairview, and Georgia Graham, an author/illustrator is 
to be at Worsley on May 18th. 
 

L.A. 3/4/5 with Kate Phelps: 
   We are working on our poems and speeches for declamation.  The grade 3/4ôs have 
each picked their poems to practice, and the grade 5ôs have been busy writing their own 
speeches.  The school declamation is scheduled for April 22 at 10:30 am. The 
Divisional declamation is April 29th at Menno Simons gymnasium.  We will also be 
starting a Fractured Fairy Tales unit soon, which will focus on perspective.  Some of the 
stories we will read will include óThe True Story of the Three Little Pigsô and óThe 
Princess and the Pizzaô. 
 

Math 3/4/5 with Kate Phelps: 
   We are continuing to work on our 
numbers unit.  We are focusing on 
computations with the grade 3ôs 
working on two-digit adding and 
subtracting.  We will soon be moving 
on to three-digits. The grade 4ôs 
have been working on multiplication 
and division, while the grade 5ôs 
have been working on three-digit 
division.  We will soon be learning 
about fractions and how they relate 
to decimals.   
 

Social 3/4/5 with Kate Phelps: 
   We are continuing to learn all about Alberta.  We have started looking at how the 
First Nations and Metis have contributed to Alberta and how they are connected to the 
land. The focus is on the story of Alberta's past.  We will also be looking at the growth of 
Alberta throughout the years, and examining our achievements and looking at the 
changes.  We will also look at the importance of preserving our heritage.   
 



Clean-up Day 
   May 1st is Highway Clean-up Day!  All sports team members are expected to attend. 
 

Grade 6/7 Edmonton Trip 
   Our grade 6/7 Edmonton Trip is set for June 24-27. We will have more information, 
including an itinerary, at a later date. In the meantime, parents will be receiving a letter 
about fundraising. 
 

Worsley Library News 
   Thank-you to all students who participated in the M.S. Read-a-thon before Easter, and 
to all who sponsored the students, who raised a total of $1173.24 é not bad at all for 
the number of students participating!  Thanks also to Chance T. for raising the most 
money, and for donating the entire amount back to the M.S. Association, rather than 
choosing a prize for himself.  Good job Chance! 
   Watch for an Author Tour on Thurs. April 29th at 11 am. for students in grades 3 - 6.  
The Author is Cyndi Sand-Eveland, and she will be discussing her new book óDear 
Toniô.  The session will be held in the Grade 3/4/5 classroom, 
and the public is invited to attend. 
 

Alberta Winter Games 
   Kelsey is a grade 11 student here at Worsley who earned a 
spot on the Alberta Winter Arctic Games basketball team last 
month. We are happy to report that Kelsey and her team won 
the Gold Medal! 
   Our Sr. girls basketball team also attended Provincials in 
March, where they won the Consolation Round. 
Congratulations to coach Danny Rossworm and the entire 
team! You can see pictures from Provincials in our Yearbook 
at www.worsleyschool.net, or order high-quality prints using 
the order form which appears later in this newsletter. See 
Bonnie Morgan for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



            Room 21C News  

(Communicating 21st Century Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes)  
 

Collaborative Learning 
 

ñIndividually, we are one drop. Together, we are an oceanò. 
  Ryunosuke Satoro 

 

Though collaborative learning does mean working in groups, it has advantages that go 
beyond the traditional group project.  While working together, children will gain 
knowledge about a concept.  In a collaborative learning environment, teachers and 
students share knowledge about content and instruction. They work together toward a 
common goal.  Students can draw on their own strengths. Not only will they hear 
different points of view, but the students are also challenged to actively participate 
rather than just listen to the teacher present information. Students are encouraged to 
think critically about a concept. Feelings of isolation and frustration can be lessened 
since collaborative learning can have positive effects on a childôs attitude towards their 
learning. The situations they work in will vary from sharing ideas as they discuss a 
question or problem with a partner, small groups or the whole class, to working on a 
project. 
 

An environment of collaborative learning also goes beyond the classroom and can 
involve parents, teachers and students communicating about student learning together.  
Some examples of this are, sharing student work done at school, student led 
conferences,  talking and asking questions about what is learned at school, and keeping 
communication open between the teacher, parent, student and school as a whole.  
Collaboration may also come in the form of technology as more teachers are setting up 
on-line communication between home and school. Homework Hotline (www.prsd.ab.ca)  
and classroom online sites called  Moodles and Wikis are examples of this. 
 

Some examples of collaborative learning at home include: 
Practice, and encouraging children to use problem solving strategies 
Working on a project together 
Playing a game together 
Asking children about what they are learningéget them to explain it and ask you    
    questions about it 
Planning a trip, outing or family event together 
 
You may also contact the Peace River School Division Learning Coaches if you have any questions.   
Gail McNabb  780-624-3168   Vikki Presakarchuk 780-836-3397 
Janet Wallentiny 780-332-2804   Amanda Bliska 780-332-2804 

Sally Arnold 780-332-2804 

http://www.prsd.ab.ca/


 



       Check out www.worsleyschool.net for lots of new Yearbook photos! 
 

 


